
   

 

 
 

 

 

Summer 2016 

 

33rd Annual WILA Luncheon Raises $100,000 

By Pattie Light 

 

It takes a village and 8 months of planning, but when this annual signature 

event unfolds, it is a finely tuned masterpiece.  When committee members 

joined together on May 25th at The Chesterfield Palm Beach to celebrate the 

Post WILA results, everyone shared their enthusiastic comments about the pro-

cess and its eventual outcome.  Natalie M. Alvarez, our incredible chair for 

THREE consecutive years, revealed the financial results which concluded with 

more than $100,000 in contributions. 

 

From September through May, Natalie hosted the committee for meetings at her office in the Sabadell Bank & Trust of-

fices in North Palm Beach.  A spectacular thing happened on the way to WILA--the committee collaborated, commiserat-

ed and often congratulated one another as they looked forward to the regular meetings and bonded as friends.  Many new 

faces joined this year and the end result was a committee who truly worked together for the betterment of the event.   

 

The Executive Women of the Palm Beaches was honored to receive 34 nominations for the 4 sectors.  The nominations 

process was governed by Anita Holmes.  This prestigious group of community leaders gathered at The Chesterfield Palm  
 

            (Continue on page 4) 

Advocacy Committee Update 
 
By Denise Valz 
 

Executive Women of the Palm Beaches announced the vision of creating “One Dream, One Team”; uniting the Associa-

tion 501(c)(6) and the Foundation 501(c)(3)  to serve its membership and the community as one team.  This team will 

work to fulfill our vision of being the voice that inspires integrity, equality and leadership in the workplace and our com-

munity.   
 

The process has begun to become a 501(c)(3) and as a result the organization will be required to revise some of  the ser-

vices and processes provided to our valued members and the community. As a 501(c)(3) we must adhere to regulations 

as stated in the Internal Revenue Service code. A couple of the “must do” practices in-

clude: maintain records of finances for public inspection and file a Form 990 (Return of 

Organization Exempt from Income Tax). In addition a few of the “must not do” prac-

tices:  generate personal profit or any other benefit for individuals, shareholders  and  the 

organization can not engage in political campaigns, including endorsing candidates or 

influencing legislation.     
(Continue on page 3) 
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Dear EWPB Members, 

“I’ve come to believe that each of us has a personal calling that’s as 

unique as a fingerprint-and that the best way to succeed is to dis-

cover what you love and then find a way to offer it to others in the 

form of service, working hard, and also allowing the energy of the 

universe to lead you.” Oprah Winfrey 

I am sincerely grateful to EWPB members for the confidence that 

you placed in my leadership. Know that I am honored and humbled by your trust. I 

hope that you are as proud as I am of the groundbreaking role that EWPB has played 

in Palm Beach County. It has been my honor to serve and partner with dynamic 

women that exemplify unbridled passion to make an impact within the community. A 

special thanks to the Board of Directors, Committee Chairs, Co-Chairs and commit-

ted members who have selflessly dedicated resources and time to be the voice that 

inspires integrity, equality and leadership in the workplace and  our community. 

Although we did not meet all of our goals, your unwavering dedication to duty and all 

the hard work you put into the initiatives did not go unnoticed and are sincerely ap-

preciated.  

This summer edition of the EWPB newsletter is dedicated to the membership of 

EWPB and the hard work of the Board and its committees. As you read through this 

summer edition, you will see the impact that we are making in our community and 

within EWPB.  For example, WILA was a phenomenal success raising over $100,000 

to date! Our membership committee was again busy with assistance from our mem-

bership in getting amazing women to join our organization. These women support 

our mission and are anxious to get involve---read more about them in this issue and 

give them a call. You can start the networking individually. Equally important were 

many empowering forums and webinars presented by Programs (including the Lunch 

Bunch and Breakfast gatherings) and the Leadership Institute.  

As you know, there are many opportunities and challenges that lie ahead for us as 

EWPB members and as women. Our involvement in the community has never been 

more important than it is today. EWPB remains committed to having a voice as the 

premier organization of women dedicated to empowering women to succeed and 

lead both personally and professionally for the betterment of business and commu-

nity.  

Many thanks to each of you again, for your awesome support and your inspiring 

words of wisdom (Gracey Society members). I am excited that we now look forward 

to turning another page together, moving into a new beginning with our new presi-

dent, Lori Fischer, preparing for the next chapter into EWPB. 

I wish you an abundance of peace, love and joy---enjoy your summer vacations. 

 

Sandra 
Sandra Close Turnquest, 

34th President of Executive Women of the Palm Beaches 

President’s Message 
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New Member Orientation 

Lunch Bunch group dined at Cafe Chardonnay 

on Friday, June 3rd. A total of 18 members 

and guests attended. This was the first Lunch Bunch for several new members.  

Everyone really enjoyed the food and fellowship! 

Our next luncheon will be held in South Palm Beach County in August/September. 

Watch for the announcement! 

On May 26, 2016, the Membership Committee held a New 

Member Orientation.  Ten new members were in attendance 

to meet the board, committee members and other EWPB 

members. The ladies learned more about the agency, its 

foundation, strategic plan and how the association manager 

is able to assist each member.  Sandra Close Turnquest and 

Denise Mariani asked each member to introduce themselves 

and presented them with the EWPB pin.  Each new member 

was able to learn about the organizations various commit-

tees and decide which committee they would like to join. 

Pictured (l to r): Carmen C. Howe, Ruth Mansmith, Tammy O'Rourke, Martha Collier, Olivia Giamanco, Portia Culley, 

Sia Baker-Barnes, Jessica Gruber, Genevieve George, Michele Pasquale. 

(Continued from cover) 

 

However, the organization may engage in voter education, registration and get out and vote drives so long as they are 

non-partisan in nature.   

 

EWPB will no longer be able to accept requests for endorsement from our members. To do so could result in monetary 

penalties and loss of exemption status as a 501(c)(3) 

There are numerous opportunities for advocacy within EWPB as will strive to accomplish our purpose:  

 To be a positive and dynamic leadership force in the community 

 To provide a forum for the exchange of information, business contacts, and networking among executive women. 

 To make a positive difference in the community 

 To promote awareness of women’s issues 

 To provide financial and volunteer support to women in Palm Beach County. 

 

And so much more in our mission: Empowering Women to Succeed and Lead. 

We had 21 in attendance at our April 8th Lunch Bunch at Pistache with sever-

al new members attending. Everyone had a great time, and we received excel-

lent feedback for the wonderful opportunity to network and get to know 

EWPB members in much more intimate setting. 

Lunch Bunch 
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(Continued from cover)  

Beach in April for a spectacular breakfast.  It became clear to everyone that they were indeed in the 

presence of Palm Beach County’s finest who were shaping the future for young girls and women of all 

ages. 

 

The day before WILA was a busy one as volunteers convened at The Kravis Center to personalize the 

venue with storyboards about our rich history, arrange seating cards and place orchids in the perfect 

fashion.  The 4 beautiful bronze “Free to Be” sculptures, created by our own artist extraordinaire, Jo 

Anne Berkow, arrived for our honorees in perfect condition.  And then the magic began to happen.   Sponsors and their 

guests made their way onto the island of Palm Beach on that rainy evening to the spectacular 

home of Frances Fisher.  Once gathered, Frances welcomed the group and showered her signa-

ture gracious hospitality upon everyone including our speaker, Susan Packard, and our Honorary 

Chair, Barbara Schmidt.  Originally planned to be held in her award-winning gardens, Frances 

accommodated everyone in her living room due to the inclement weather.  Photos were taken in 

her magnificent kitchen with a floral backdrop created especially for our group.  The dining room 

table was graced with a bountiful display of food that looked almost too good to consume. A 

memorable time was had by all! 

 

Early the next morning, on May 5th, the efficient and dedicated volunteers once again arrived at The Kravis Center and 

tended to their responsibilities.  Each nominee was escorted by their ambassador, the students had the opportunity to 

meet with our speaker, photos were taken and the crowd of 430 community and business leaders was inspired by our 

honorees as well as Barbara Schmidt and Susan Packard.  Completing terms of leadership were 

our EWPB President, Sandra Close Turnquest and Foundation Chair, Regina Bedoya.  Both 

were eloquent in their remarks.  

 

Anne Messer is worthy of special commendation as she met Susan’s plane upon arrival and 

provided transportation and Palm Beach historical information throughout her stay.  This is a 

labor of love for Anne that she has done for many years.  She and her committee are instru-

mental in the selection of the speaker early on in the planning process and she feels her work is 

not complete until our special guest is safely aboard her return flight.   

 

A compliment of supreme magnitude is due to our Association Manager, Jessica Clasby, as she 

orchestrated the details flawlessly.  All events come packed full of potential landmines if guests are 

not seated properly, acknowledged correctly or if even the smallest detail is overlooked.  None of 

these issues plagued this event.  Jessica had it all under control, and for that, we are extremely 

grateful.   

 

Here is a sampling of what just a few of those who attended had to say about their WILA experience… 

 

“What a beautiful event!  I did my best to take it all in.  How magnificent!  By far, the most carefully orchestrated and 

meaningful event I have been to.”  Michelle Delong 
 

“It was an honor to be nominated for the WILA award.  The nominees are such incredible women.  They all showed 

such strength, grace, intelligence and generosity.  I felt so blessed to be able to learn from them.” Linda Coffin 
 

“It was amazing.  I thoroughly enjoyed myself as did my guests.”  Dana E. Perez 
 

In September, this wonderful process will start anew.  Enjoy your summer and as you consider your 2016/17 volunteer 

commitments, we truly hope you will feel inspired to join the WILA committee.  

Meetings will be held in The Gardens Mall Community Room.  Pattie Light will 

serve as Chair and Natalie M. Alvarez will lend guiding support as Co-Chair.   

 

If you haven’t already done so – enter May 11, 2017 into your schedule. 
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Welcome to our new members! We look forward to seeing you at one of our events or committee meetings.  

 
Rosalyn Sia Baker-Barnes is a shareholder with Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A.  

She began her career with them in 1998, when she joined as a summer law clerk. She is presently the 

Emeritus Board Member of Inlet Grove Community High School, Inner Council Member of Seminole 

Boosters, Inc., a member of the Florida State University Black Alumni Association, and active in the 

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church and a member of the National Ethics and Standards Commit-

tee. She has a Juris Doctor degree and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Communication from FSU. 

 
Martha Collier is the owner and Vice President of Cassidy Collier Insurance Services, Inc. She 

manages and markets the agency, providing professional services to clients, carrier representatives 

and underwriters.  Collier is involved with the Junior League of the Palm Beaches, where she is a 

member of the Education and Training Committee. She is also part of the Women’s Foundation of 

Palm Beach County, where she is involved with ‘Women on the Run’ and investing in projects to cre-

ate social change, and Speak Up for Kids. Collier has a Bachelor’s Degree in International Business 

from Florida Atlantic University. 

 
Darcy J. Davis was appointed the Chief Executive Officer of the Health Care District of Palm Beach 

County in 2016.  Prior, she was Chief Institutional Officer for the Health Care District, providing 

strategic and executive oversight to provider programs. She spent two years as the Senior Vice Presi-

dent and CFO at the Memorial Health University Medical Center, Inc. in Savannah, Georgia. She 

also serves as Board Member of the Lake Okeechobee Rural Health Network and Youth Advisory 

Committee of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. Davis has a Master of Science in Management, 

Healthcare Administration from Troy State University and a Bachelors of Business Administration in 

Accounting.   

 
Genevieve George is a Certified Public Accountant with HBKS Wealth Advisors in Stuart and has 

worked in the field since 2010. She is also the Co-Owner/Royalty and Memorabilia Manager of Mike 

Douglas Entertainments, LLC. George serves as Treasurer of the Martin County Interagency Coali-

tion and volunteers at Molly’s House Polo Event and Martin County Youth Leadership Career Day, as 

well as participates in charitable activities organized by the Northern Palm Beach County Chamber of 

Commerce. She has a Master of Science in Accounting and a B.S. in Business Administration.   

 
Olivia Giamanco  is a native to Palm Beach County and is passionate about seeing growth and im-

provement in the community. While working in non-profits throughout her college career, she began 

to see both the need and generosity of those living in the Palm Beaches and knew she wanted to pur-

sue a career in philanthropy.   Ms. Giamanco graduated from Palm Beach Atlantic University with a 

degree in History and English and has worked as a marketing manager in luxury shopping centers, 

as well as downtown districts. She is grateful to have the opportunity to impact the community in 

bigger ways through the American Lung Association, and away from the office, she enjoys surfing, 

boating and tennis. 

 

Jessica Gruber has a B.S. in Business Administration with a concentration on Marketing from Colo-

rado State University and a Masters in Accounting from Florida Atlantic University.  Ms. Gruber is the 

President of J A Gruber Accounting and Business Consulting, a full-cycle accounting service, in West 

Palm Beach. They also provide some start-up services to businesses which include business structure, 

accounting set-up, state and federal filings, retirement plan set up, budgeting and forecasting.  Ms. 

Gruber’s involvement in community service include:  Old Northwood volunteer activities, Animal Res-

cue Force, beach clean-up, Feeding Children everywhere, and other volunteering opportunities at chil-

dren’s schools.   

 New Members  
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Carmen C. Howe has a background in commercial & graphic arts technology and engineering 
drafting & design, as well as Associates of Science Degree Curriculum in Business Admiration.  Ms. 
Howe is a Broker Associate with the Corcoran Group Real Estate.  Over the last 28 years she has 
specialized in interior design, project coordination and furnishings of residential, commercial and 
model home properties.  Ms. Howe has won numerous awards for her work.  In addition, she is 
actively involved with her church in fundraising  activities, visiting with home bound members, and 
collecting items for those that have lost their homes. 

Ruth Mansmith has a BA in Communications from FAU and a Master’s of Science from Liberty 

University.  She is the President/CEO of corporate consulting to national health-facility chains with 

HMC Management, and is the founder of Gen4Good, a nonprofit which empowers girls to become 

the next generation of leaders of social change through philanthropy.  Ms. Mansmith is very active 

with community service in leadership rolls with: Boys and Girls Club of Wellington, Women of West-

ern Community, Historical Society of Palm Beach, and Junior League of the Palm Beaches.   

Tammy O’Rourke is the Partner/Director of Interior Design of GliddenSpina. During her 24 years 

with GliddenSpina, O’Rourke has completed a range of corporate interiors, including several head-

quarters for Northern Trust Banks and Wells Fargo.  In addition to being a Florida Licensed Interior 

Designer, she is a Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design Accredited Professional, an ambas-

sador for the National Council for Interior Design Qualification, and a  member of several national 

and international associations. She serves on the World Leaders Group and the School Advisory 

Council for Jupiter Middle School and the Jupiter Tequesta Athletic Association. O’Rourke has 

Bachelor of Science in Interior Design from the University of Tennessee.  

Michele Pasquale has been the owner of Meridian Financial Solutions in Jupiter since 2006. She 

is the Managing Member and Founder of Meridian, which provides specialized tax and investment 

services directly to businesses and in alignment with CPA firms via a cross functional team of tax 

experts, business owners, and affiliate partners. Prior to Meridian Financial Solutions, she was an 

Acquisition Market Analyst with WCI Communities. Pasquale has been a mentor and group facilita-

tor with Family of Women and a volunteer with Vita Nova since 2009.  

Pam Swensen is the CEO of the Executive Women’s Golf Association.  She oversees 108 national 

chapters, 1,200 volunteer leaders, 14,000 members, and a staff of 15. EWGA’s mission is to connect 

women to learn, play and enjoy the game of golf for business and fun.  She is a founding member of 

a not-for-profit volunteer organization through the National Women’s Golf Alliance whose goal is to 

change how women are treated at the golf course level across the country.  She is  an Advisory Coun-

cil Member of the International Network of Golf and a graduate of Leadership Palm Beach County. 

Welcome Gracey Society Members 
EWPB Executive Members qualify for Gracey Society Membership if they are a past president of EWPB or an Executive 

Member in good standing for over eight years, has served on the Board for two or more terms and/or served as chair of 

two or more committees during a period or aggregation of periods of not less than three years. 

Minx Boren  

Member since 2005

Charlotte Pelton 

Member since 1996 

Barbara Wymer  

Member since 1984 

Pam Payne 

Member since 1999 
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Congratulations Members:  
 
 

Ethel Isaacs Williams  received 

the esteemed Distinguished Alum-

ni Award this year during the an-

nual BDB quarterly luncheon in 

March given to graduates of Palm 

Beach County schools. 

Natalie M. Alvarez has 

been promoted to the Direc-

tor of Sabadell Bank & Trust 

North Palm Beach office.  

Dr. Maria Vallejo will become 

the V.P. for Growth and Expan-

sion and Provost of the Belle 

Glade and Loxahatchee Groves 

Campuses for Palm Beach State 

College. 

Dr. Jean Wihbey will become the 

V. P. for Workforce Development 

and Provost of the Lake Worth Cam-

pus for Palm Beach State College. 

Wendy Sartory Link was named 

Community Leader of the Year by 

the Palm Beach North Chamber. 
Donna  Hamilton received 

the Community Partnership 

Award from the Juno Beach 

Police Department. 

Darcy J. Davis has been 

named as one of South Florida 

Business Journal’s Influential 

Business Women of 2016.  

Rosanne Duane proudly an-

nounces the creation of DSM Law 

focusing on estate & tax planning, 

general corporate, and other areas. 

Women Build through EWPB Habitat for Humanity  
 

By Amy Brand 

 

EWPB teamed up with Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach County (HFHPBC) for the second consecutive year to assist 

a woman in need of affordable housing in Palm Beach County.  Through the international Team Build initiative, Habitat 

chapters throughout the world built over 2,000 homes during the week prior to Mother’s Day.  The effort encourages 

women to take part in the construction process by working alongside future 

homeowners.   HFHPBC’s adopted the tagline “Funded by Women, Powered by 

Women, and Empowering Women.”  This year our EWPB team helped paint the 

home of Rhonda Wells, while raising much-needed funds to underwrite the cost 

of construction materials.  Rhonda has three children and always dreamed of 

having a home by her 30th birthday.  Her home will be dedicated July 30th, just 

in time for her August birthday.   Thanks to EWPB team members – Sandra Close 

Turnquest, Charlotte Pelton, Jody White, Jessica Cesare, Nanette Winsell, Trudy 

Crowetz, Amy Brand, and team captain, Denise Mariani. 

Non-Profit of the Year/Health & Human 

Services, Families First of Palm Beach 

County (Julie Swindler) by Chamber of 

the Palm Beaches. 
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July 8—Marketing Committee Meeting 

 Conference Call; 12:00 PM 

 

July 13—Technology Committee Meeting  

 Conference Call; 12:00 PM 

 

July 30— Annual Planning Retreat  

 Boynton Beach Intracoastal  

  Park Clubhouse   

 2240 N Federal Highway;  8:00 AM 

 

August 10 – Marketing Committee Meeting  

 Conference Call; 12:00 PM 

 

August 10 — Technology Committee Meeting  

 Conference Call; 12:00 PM 

 

September 14—Marketing Committee Meeting 

 EWPB Office; 12:00 PM 

 

September 14—Technology Committee Meeting 

 Conference Call: 12:00 PM 

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar!  

 

As all good things must come to an end, so does our year. As we reflect back on all we have accomplished 

over the last 12 months, it is hard to believe how quickly it has gone. I would say we must have had fun.   
 

In addition to our usual events, this past year we have had several new opportunities for members. The 

Florida Sugar Cane League along with Florida Crystals hosted members for a VIP Tour of the Okeelanta 

Facilities in March. The tour was a behind the scenes look at how sugar is produced at the facility. There 

was a luncheon—The Business of Urban Revitalization. Guests were informed of the future of West Palm 

Beach, next trends, Urban issues, Millennials, what happens to the suburbs, and other relevant topics. We even hosted  

a dinner “Talking Dollar and Cents” presented by our very own Dorothy Jacks. Attendees got an inside look at taxation 

in Palm Beach County and what those taxes tell us about our economy. 
 

As another chapter of EWPB concludes, so does my time a newsletter editor. I hope you have enjoyed reading these 

issues over the past two years as much as I have had producing them. Thank you to all whom have contributed insuring 

each issue is both entertaining and informative. During these last few weeks, I’m reminded of my meetings with      

Robbyn Ackner during the last transition. I look forward to reading future issues as our place in history is cemented.   
 

Selena  
Newsletter Editor  
 

“How many cares one loses when one decides not to be something but to be someone. The most courageous 

act is still to think for yourself. Aloud.”    - Coco Chanel 

Our Mission: Empowering women to succeed and lead 

Our Vision: To be the voice that inspires integrity, equality and leadership 

in the workplace and our community 

https://www.facebook.com/ewpborg
https://twitter.com/ExecWomenPB
http://www.ewpb.org/

