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Greetings EWPB Members, 

 

The Board and I certainly hope that everyone had a restful summer. For others, I hope you experi-

enced life changing adventures with family and friends. 

 

As we prepare for the program year, we’d like to extend sincere appreciation to the dedicated mem-

bers that are the heart and soul of EWPB. Your tireless sacrifice has cultivated an astounding thirty-

four years of service to empower future generations of women trailblazers to lead successfully. 

 

I marvel at the impact our organization has the potential to make. Phil Jackson was absolutely correct in stating, “Good 

teams become great ones when the members trust each other enough to surrender the me for the we.” The opportunity 

to serve is rewarding and I extend the invitation to all members to actively participate in our various programs and com-

mittees. Through the years, special friendships have been formed and lasting business relationships continue to thrive. 

 

Please consider joining one of our phenomenal committees. The Women in Leadership Awards (WILA) under the lead-

ership of Natalie Alvarez, Lori Fischer (Chair) and Pattie Light (Co-chair) are doing an amazing job. Please review the 

               newsletter in full for a sneak peak of this year’s speaker, Natalie’s article and  

               specific event dates. 

 

This edition of the newsletter will highlight some of the EWPB’s summer events 

in addition to a special guest columnist. Other highlights include the fabulous 

Annual Foundation luncheon chaired by Suzy Peterson, Donna Hamilton, and 

Frances Fisher. What an honor it was to witness the heartfelt gratitude of EWPB 

scholarship recipients at the Colony Hotel. Attendance was amazing and the 

scholarship recipients once again “stole the show”. Personal stories of hope, grati-

tude and future aspirations permeated the air as we watched college hopefuls 

seize the opportunity to become future world changers. 

 

Lastly, the fall season is upon us and we have an exciting and eventful year 

planned. Our Leadership Institute committee has been busy planning some excit-

ing educational forums as well as two webinars. Our Season Opening meeting 

was nothing short of “awesome” at the beautiful Chesterfield Hotel. Guest speak-

er Kelly Smallridge, CEO and President of the Business Development Board, pro-

vided an insightful presentation on the future of business development opportu-

nities and the favorable tax climate in Florida. Please check out our website and 

place these events on your calendars.  

 

On behalf of the EWPB board and foundation, Happy Thanksgiving to you and 

yours. 

 

Sandra Close Turnquest 

President 2015-2016 
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Opening Season Dinner 

By Anita Holmes 

The beautiful boutique hotel, The Chesterfield, was the site of 

Executive Women’s fabulous Season Opening Dinner on  

September 28th.  Over 65 Members had an enjoyable net-

working session before the program began.  Sandra Close 

Turnquest, EWPB President opened the dinner program by 

introducing Dr. Maria Vallejo who started the evening off 

with a meaningful invocation and Trixie Walker led us in the 

Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Sandra introduced our guest speaker, Kelly Smallridge, President & CEO of the Palm 

Beach County Business Development Board.  Kelly delivered an exciting presentation 

about the future of business in Palm Beach County.  The Palm Beach County BDB is 

one of the most successful Business Development Boards in Florida.  It was gratifying 

to hear how many businesses are planning to move to Palm Beach County in the near 

future.  The EWPB Members asked many questions after Kelly’s presentation.  All in all 

this was an excellent program.  If you get another chance to hear Kelly speak, it will be 

time well spent! 

 

Please check the EWPB calendar for upcoming programs and events.  They are always 

interesting. 
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Foundation Fall Luncheon 
Woman on Fire! 

 

By Donna Hamilton ; photos by Gina Fontana 

The Foundation’s Fall Luncheon was held at the Colony Pavilion 

in Palm Beach on October 15th. 

Frances Fisher worked her magic and created another beautiful 

experience for women to connect with each other. 

Regina Bedoya, EWPBF Chair welcomed us and Sandra Close Turnquest recognized the 

past presidents in attendance and the new members.  Guest Vocalist, Monique McCall-

Oyer sang a beautiful rendition of the National Anthem. 

Frances Fisher introduced the scholarship recipients and each of the four young women 

told us their story and how the grant impacted their lives.   

(Continue of page 3) 
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The Legacy Society 
Make a Difference 

 

The Executive Women of the Palm Beaches Legacy Society was created as a way to recognize those members who have 

included EWPBF in their estate plans, and provide the organization an avenue to publically acknowledge and thank those 

members for their forward thinking.  To become a member of the Legacy Society, or further information on how to make 

a gift that is right for you, please contact Tish Carlo, Legacy Society Committee Chair, at tcarlo@hpbcf.org or through the 

Association offices. 

 

“I have been a member of Executive Women of the Palm Beaches almost since inception.  I am very involved with the 

Foundation and am excited and proud of the accomplishments over the years.  Numerous scholarships have been 

awarded to deserving women and the Kwasman grants have helped many local organizations with projects for young 

girls and women.  I have provided a bequest to the Foundation in my living trust to support these efforts in which I so 

believe.  My spouse, Kai Petersen, has seen what a rewarding experience my involvement has been and he has provided 

a bequest in his trust as well.  He may say he’s done this as my involve-

ment gets me out of the house, but the truth is he also believes our finan-

cial assistance has the ability to change lives.  We hope others will join us 

in an effort to continue to help those with potential who find themselves 

without the financial ability to pursue their educations and dreams.”  - 

Susan Petersen 

 

The above was submitted by Susan Petersen when asked why she became a 

member of the Executive Women of the Palm Beaches Legacy Society.   

Suzy recognizes the value of education and the need to support young 

women today who will be the leaders of tomorrow. We hope that as a mem-

ber of Executive Women of the Palm Beaches you will consider joining  

Suzy (and Kai) as well as other members of the Legacy Society who have 

made provisions for EWPBF through a future gift through their estate. 

(Continue from cover) 

 

The Fall Luncheon marks the harvesting of all the fruits of our labor from the WILA event.  

Harreen Bertisch announced the 2015 Kwasman Grant Recipients.  Best Foot Forward was 

presented a check for $10,000.  The Center for Family Services, Safe Kids Program was pre-

sented with their second check for $10,000.  A check was awarded to Girls on the Run for 

$2,500 from the proceeds of the Spring Panel at the Gardens Mall that Minx Boren chaired. 
 

EWPBF’s Lois Kwasman Program for Community Impact grant enables us to fulfill our purpose of giving back to the 

community where we live and work.  We strive to turn compassion into action by assisting the under-served and less 

fortunate in our society. Our generous sponsors and donors enable us to make two grants annually to non-profit organi-

zations whose missions are aligned with ours. 
 

Keynote Speaker, Barbara Schmidt, shared her story and presented simple tools to be mindful and manage stress. 

Monique was amazing and closed the meeting with a song that she authored, “No Better Place”. 
 

Special thanks to our generous Fall Luncheon Sponsors:  Frances Fisher, Florida Atlantic 

University, Keiser University, Palm Beach Atlantic University, and Palm Beach State Col-

lege.  
 

Thank you to our Fall Luncheon Chairs:  Frances Fisher, Suzy Peterson, and  

Donna Hamilton 

mailto:tcarlo@hpbcf.org?subject=The%20Legacy%20Society
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EWPB Roll Up Their Sleeves to Help Build a Home  

for Woman in Need 
By Denise Mariani 

On Saturday, May 30, the Executive Women of the Palm Beaches took their skills 

from the boardroom to the construction site for Habitat for Humanity of Palm 

Beach County’s Women Build project. Sixteen members of Executive Women 

donned their baseball caps for a day of service and comradery to benefit a family 

in need. Thank you Donna Hamilton for organizing the baseball caps! 

As part of Habitat for Humanity’s national Women Build Program, Habitat for 

Humanity of Palm Beach County broke ground on a home funded by women, 

built by women and designated to be occupied by a single mother and her family. 

The selected home recipient, Sandra Sample, will occupy the home with her son, 

daughter and grandson. They took possession of the home at a Dedication Ceremony on Saturday morning, July 18, 2015 

at 9:30 a.m. at 627 37th Street, West Palm Beach, FL  33407. The mission of the Executive Women of the Palm Beaches is 

to empower women to succeed and to lead. Their focus on philanthropy for women and women’s causes made the Wom-

en Build program a perfect fit for the dedicated group of leaders.  

Executive Women who participated in the building project included: Crew Leader Denise Mariani, Charlotte Pelton,  

Joanne Berkow, Tish Carlo, Bonnie Lazar, Nanette Winzell, Trudy Crowetz, Lori Fischer, Sandra Turnquest, Gayle 

Landen, Donna Hamilton, Pam Payne, Trixy Walker, and Leslie Adams. Ilene Arons from the Kravis Center and Taylor 

Dickerson, Charlotte’s niece interning here for the summer also joined the crew.  The group raised a total of $1300 to-

ward the cost of the home in addition to working together to paint and landscape the property.  Working together toward 

a common goal provided the women with an opportunity to get to know each other on a different level than usual and 

everyone who participated in the build enjoyed a fulfilling, if sweat-drenched day! 

EWPB members attended Welcome Recep-

tion honoring  Ava L. Parker , J. D. On Tues-

day, October 6 at the West Palm Beach Lake 

Pavilion. EWPB was one of six leadership 

female organizations in attendance with 

more than two hundred guest. 

Congratulations to our association manager, 

Jessica Clasby, who was married on Satur-

day, October 24 at the International Polo 

Club. She is now Mrs. Jessica Clasby Horton. 
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Welcome to our new members! We look forward to seeing you at one of our events or committee meetings. 

DR. EMMA BANKS - is the founder and principal of Inlet Grove Community High School.  She has a 

Bachelor of Science Degree from Delaware State College, as well as a Master of Science in Curriculum and  

Educational Degree in Organization & Leadership from Nova University. Dr. Banks has served in various 

positions as an educator since 1978 and has participated in several professional organizations, community 

affiliations, and boards.  Dr. Banks has been an active member of Eta Phi Beta since 1957, and has volun-

teered with 100 Black Women and the Urban League organizations.  Dr. Banks was the WILA  recipient in 

the Volunteer Sector in 1997.   

KARIS ENGLE – is the president and CEO of Glades Initiative. Since first serving the Glades community 

22 years ago, she has helped farm workers with a first time home buyer program, low income teens in 

summer employment projects, and initiated the Glades Area Food Bank in 2011.  Engle’s compassion and 

concern for others drove her volunteerism with such projects as: working in Haiti building schools, 

providing education and medical services to rural residents, volunteering with refugees from the United 

Nations High Council on Refugees, and working with refugees from all over the world who relocated to 

Canada.  Engle is the 2015 WILA recipient in the Public Sector. 

GAIL M. KLEINERT - is the president and CEO of Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Palm Beach County. She 

has worked with business groups, socialites, large foundations and ethnic groups to increase support for the organization 

and promote successful fundraising projects and events. She has also supervised and trained both employ-

ees and volunteers in various private and not-for-profit environments. She has twice developed her own 

business, enjoying both the hands on aspects of a small business, as well as the challenge of growing a 

profitable business. Kleinert has documented community service with the American Lung Association, 

working with the Jewels of Life Committee Society Fundraiser, the Palm Beach Opera, and is involved in 

the PBO Guild. 

JENNIFER MARTINEZ - is the president of JLM Communications. She has over 8 years of experience 

in marketing and communications including the planning, implementing and reporting on all public rela-

tions initiatives.  Martinez is very involved in community services, and since 2014 has been involved with 

Palm Beach Habilitation Center, Boys & Girls Club of Palm Beach County, and the American Cancer Soci-

ety Making Strides.   

SALESIA SMITH-GORDON – is an attorney and president of the Law Office of Salesia Smith-Gordon 

as well as a registered pharmacist. She is the former chair of the Palm Beach County Commission on Eth-

ics, and since 1984 has belonged to the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority focusing on education and scholar-

ships, the West Palm Beach Chapter of the Links, Inc., and the Cunningham Bar Association.  Salesia is 

the 2015 WILA recipient in the Private Sector. 

LIV E. VESELY, MA, MPH - is the President of the Jupiter Medical Center Foundation. Vesely has a B.A. in Interna-

tional Relations and Spanish from Syracuse University and a M.A. in International Relations from the University of Kent, 

London Center of International Relations.  She also has a Masters in Latin American Studies from New York University 

and an Executive MPH, Health Management & Administration from Columbia University. She serves on the Dominican 

Foundation Board of Directors and the MyClinic Board of Directors. 

ADRIANNE WEISSMAN - is the president and CEO of Evelyn & Arthur. Weissman has been a long-

time supporter of women’s health charities since 2000, including the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure, 

where she has served as vice-chair, race chairman, and volunteer chair. Since becoming a cancer survi-

vor more than a year ago, she helps others who are battling the disease with heartfelt support, advice and 

guidance through an ad hoc network that stretches across the U.S. In addition, she works with Palm 

Beach Habilitation Center, United Way of Palm Beach County, Temple Israel, and St. George’s. 

New Members 
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World Leaders Conference Breakfast 
 

On Wednesday, September 9th several EWPB members enjoyed breakfast at 

EAU Beach Resort and Spa on Manalapan. Attendees  heard an entertaining 

presentation from New York Times bestselling author, Tommy Spaulding,  

about how living and leading from the heart will change your organization and 

your life.  

My Summer Vacation in Asia   

By Chanda Fuller 

Adventure is in my blood and Asia was calling my name this summer.  After con-

vincing my boyfriend, Paul, to opt out of a five-star resort vacation, we were on 

our way to Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand.  Upon arriving in Hanoi, Vietnam, 

we realized that we were definitely not at home.  Scooters were whipping in and 

out of traffic, and if you showed the least bit of fear, they would run you over.  

We learned quickly that the best way to cross the street was to look the other 

way and just go.  They wouldn’t hit us if we didn’t look 

them in the eye.  I was afraid that Paul was going to go running back to the States. 

 

Once we got out of the city, the trip was amazing.  Our first stop was Halong Bay, with thousands 

of limestone Karst Mountains. We went kayaking and caving and spent the night on a boat while 

enjoying the beautiful scenery. 

 

I am an adventurous eater and I search for the most unusual food I can find wherever I travel.  

We stopped at a market that had rows, and rows or insects.  This was not 

for the faint of heart, but they were much better than they looked.  Grass-

hoppers kind of taste like dried seaweed.  I can understand why so many 

people eat them. 

 

Our highlight of the trip was in Thailand where we visited a temple that 

was the home for many monks.  Only 5 people a day were allowed to do 

this trip, so we felt so privileged.  We started by giving alms (food) to the monks then we sat and 

listened to them chant.  It was such a beautiful sound. The monks live with tigers, so there were 

tigers everywhere.  We played and fed the baby tigers and thought, “this is easy!” Then they 

handed us the leash of a teenager tiger and told us to take him for a walk. This is much scarier 

than walking Rover along the inter-coastal.  We then proceed to bathe them and feed them 

chicken with our HANDS.  Just when I thought it 

couldn’t get any scarier, they handed us the leash of 

a huge adult tiger and told us to walk him.  In reality, he walked us.  Finally, 

we held broom sticks with rope and trash bags tied to the end.  We bounced 

them up and down and ‘played with the tigers’.  They jumped up into the air 

and caught the ‘toy’ and tried to wrestle it away from us.  The day was truly 

terrifying, but an experience of a lifetime. After our trip, I told Paul that I 

would be happy to take a resort vacation next time, since he was such a 

trooper this time.  He replied, “No way! Let’s go on another adventure trip!”  

I may have met my match.  Time to start planning our next trip… 
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WILA 2016 Sponsorship  
 

Champion Sponsorships (formally Signature Sponsors) are currently being accepted for WILA at a 

cost of $350. Our sponsor’s reception will once again be hosted by Frances Fisher, so we will all enjoy 

another extraordinary occasion because of her legendary generosity.  

 

If you are interested in fundraising or learning about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Pattie 

Light at  pattie@ujpholdings.com or 561-596-0450.  Deadline to be included in the invitation is  

February 12, 2016.  

Update:  
 
Congratulations to Dorothy 

Jacks on being an Athena 

Award recipient from the 

Chamber of the Palm Beaches. 

 

Women In Leadership Awards Luncheon 
 

The 2016 WILA Kick-Off was held on September 10, 2015 at the EWPB Offices, and we are excited to report that it was 

well attended with many new members who signed up to participate on one of the WILA committees.   

 
 

There is still time to join the WILA Committee and participate in the fun planning process for one of the most empower-

ing events that will inspire you to give back to each other, and to our community. This is an opportunity to develop new 

friendships and build a strong lifelong network. 

 

The WILA Committee meets on the first Thursday of every month at 5:30 PM at Sabadell Bank & Trust located at 2000 

PGA Boulevard, Suite 2104, Palm Beach Gardens.  

 

We encourage you to get involved and take full advantage of your membership with EWPB. Joining the WILA committee 

is a great way to meet new people, learn new skills, and develop or enhance your leadership skills. When you agree to 

share your talents with your Executive Women sisters, you are guaranteed to enjoy the caring fellowship and to also 

make a difference in women’s lives.  

 

Join us! 

 

Natalie M. Alvarez, Chair - natalie.alvarez@sabadellbank.com 

Lori Fischer, Co-Chair – lorfishfl@hotmail.com 

Pattie Light, Co-Chair and Sponsorship – pattie@ujpholdings.com 

 

Date: May 5, 2016 at the Kravis Center’s Cohen Pavilion 

Speaker: Susan Packard, author, innovator and branding expert. Packard is also co-founder and former chief operat-

ing officer of HGTV and author of “New Rules of the Game” 10 Strategies for Women in the Work Place. A smart busi-

ness guide that reveals how to use strategic gamesmanship to succeed in corporate America with insights, tips and di-

rection to women in business.  

“I am thankful to the Executive Women of the Palm 

Beaches for investing in the education of the young  

women in this community, for investing in mine. This 

scholarship has allowed me to pursue my dream of study-

ing the intersection between constitutional law and pub-

lic policy. Therefore, I want to give back to others the 

same way I've received so that others can pursue their 

dreams and contribute to the advancement of this great 

country.”   - Jessica Monteiro, Scholarship Recipient  

mailto:pattie@ujpholdings.com?subject=WILA%20Sponsorship
mailto:natalie.alvarez@sabadellbank.com
mailto:lorfishfl@hotmail.com
mailto:pattie@ujpholdings.com?subject=WILA%20Sponsorship
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 November 10 – Programs Committee Meeting 

 525 S. Flagler Dr., WPB; 5:30 PM 

 

November 13  – Breakfast Bunch,  

 Boulevard Restaurant, PBG; 8:00 AM 

 

November 17—Max Planck Cocktail Party & Tour 

 1 Max Planck Way, Jupiter; 5:30 PM 

 

November 20—Foundation Board Meeting 

 Seacoast National Bank, PBG; 11:45 AM 

November 19—EWPB Board Meeting 

 EWPB Office; 5:30 PM 

 

December 8—Programs Committee Meeting 

 525 S. Flagler Dr., WPB; 5:30 PM 

 

December 9—Holiday Party & Silent Auction 

 EMKO, 2119 South Dixie Hwy., WPB; 6:00 PM 

  

December 11—Breakfast Brunch, 

 Boulevard Restaurant, PBG; 8:00 AM 

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar!  

 

I feel I have barely had time to enjoy Halloween decorations, and it is now time to replace them with 

Thanksgiving ones. The year seems to be flying by as school is back in session and Christmas decora-

tions can already be found in the stores.  It may seem like it’s the beginning, but our EWPB 2015-

2016 year has been in full force. Starting with the installation dinner in June at Bear Lakes Country 

Club, to the Opening Season dinner at the Chesterfield on Palm Beach in September, to our Founda-

tions’ Fall luncheon at the Colony Pavilion also on Palm Beach in October.   

 

There are many opportunities to meet and mingle with your fellow members at a monthly Breakfast 

Brunch, the Max Planck Cocktail Party in November, the Holiday Party in December, or by joining a committee. While 

at one of these various events, please post photos of you and members on one of our various social media sights. Show 

us all how you enjoy being a member while serving our Palm Beach County community. 

 

As we clean up from Halloween, I look at the Jack-O-Lantern my husband and daughter carved and wonder, how long 

is too long to keep a pumpkin as part of your holiday décor?? 

 

“May your walls know joy, may every room hold laughter, and every window open to great possibility.”      

                 — Mary Anne Radmacher 

 

Selena  

Newsletter Editor  

Our Mission: Empowering women to succeed and lead 

Our Vision: To be the voice that inspires integrity, equality and leadership 

in the workplace and our community 

https://www.facebook.com/ewpborg
https://twitter.com/ExecWomenPB
http://www.ewpb.org/

